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Present problems in lithography

The pass twenry-Swe years have seen remarkable develop-
menss In the techmigue of offset-lithography. These ad-
samees hawe besn zlong two main lines. First of these has
Ses=n the steady ransition from a craft process with more
than 2 sprnkbing of witch doctory to a branch of applied
soence [he second is the continued extension of offset
from 2 process having rather limited application to a
Bighly versatile method of printing which is now a serious
compettor of letterpress. He would be rash indeed who
would prophesy the end of letterpress or the extinction of
Erawvures —are there not already signs of big developments
&= Bech” —nevertheless, the post-war years have un-
@osubesdly been, from the printer’s point of view, the age
of effset-Bthography.

In saving that offset has been moving slowly from a
combinaton of craft skill and witch doctory to a branch
of applied science, I have no intention of belittling the
crafisman’s skill nor the quality of the best offset’printing
produced during the past half century. Nevertheless, in
1234 plate making and lithographic printing were still
uncertain operations. No matter how skilful were the op-
eratives, such troubles as scumming, thickening, and
“walking off’ were common and no certain remedies were
smown Gums, etches, stale beer, and other preparations
were applied in a desperate but blind attempt to alleviate
the moubles, the causes of which remained uncertain.
Now. the theoretical basis of lithography is pretty well
understood and it is quite possible to predict with some
certainty what will be the effect of this and that solution
on the gquality of the image and the life of the plate. The
whole operations of plate making and printing are simpler
and more reliable.

Secondly, in pre-war days, offset was largely a process
reserved for special work. It was very good for printing on
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