Font Conversion (Macintosh Fonts to the PC): NOTE: The font itself is not being altered. These are the same fonts – however, the files are recognized differently on Macs and PC computers.

Font files on the Macinotsh are stored with two files that are linked to a single file name. The files are referred to as “forks,” there is a data fork and a resource fork. The data fork holds the data such as text, images, etc. The resource fork is where icons, fonts, menus and sounds are stored. Recent Macintosh files do not have this issue, with many vendors not using the resource fork – however the Type1 Postscript fonts are saved this way.

PCs also use two files for the Postscript font – a pfb and a pfm file. The pfb file is the actual font outline data, the pfm file is the metric data such as kerning.

When files are sent from the Macintosh, the PC will either see one set of empty files or two sets of files with one set having the prefix of “._”. This will be the case for any of the font files that are transferred from the Macintosh due to the way files are saved, and no extensions are present on Macintosh files.
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The files with the “._” prefix will have a file size associated with them – these will be the files used to convert the fonts for use on the PC.

Below is how the fonts look when compressed. The example is a .sitx file format.
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The preferences for Stuffit Deluxe (this is the free version) need to be set like the example below or all of the files will export with a 0kb file size.
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