Oil from the ink, in layer one molecule thick
Water layer on non-printing areas

Inked printing image

AN

Litho plate. N.B. grainy surface.

>

Fig.1.

During printing the non-image areas on a litho
plate carry a layer of water; sometimes an o1l
film one molecule thick spreads from the ink
over the water layer :
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Fig.2.

If the water evaporates from the plate during
a stoppage the oil film comes into contact with
the plate




