
PIA/GATF Press Test & Acceptance Specifications
O

n-
S

ite
 P

ro
ce

du
re

s 
&

 A
ct

iv
iti

es
P

re
-o

ns
ite

 A
ct

iv
iti

es

Press Test 
Quote sent 
to customer

Send Basic 
Quote & PR 

Outline

Press Test 
Protocol 

transmitted 
to customer

PIA/GATF   
Proceed after 
signed quote

Ink specs 
(cmyk & line 
colors) to ink 

supplier

Conf. Call 
Review 

consumables 
w/ customer

Arrive at 
customer & 

initial 
Meeting

2. 
Press Setup

Specified 
substrate

9. 
Color 

Management 
Run

1. 
Press 

Inspection

5. 
Wet Solid 
Testing 

(each unit)

Review 
Customer 

expectations, 
PT Protocol & 

Press 
Availability

Review PT 
plate 

requirements 
(refer to PR 

protocol)

4. 
Dry Solid 
Testing

(each unit)

Console Zero 
Set cylinders & 

head stops

6. 
Mechanical 
Ghost Test
(specified 

units)

Prepress 
Platemaking

3. 
Sheet Path 

Safety 
Check

7. 
Grid Test 
(all unit)

8. Print 
Character & 

Attribute 
Test

Dry Solid plates 
mounted on 

press

Mount new 
blankets 
(correctly 
packed & 
torqued)

Plate/blanket 
squeeze 

checked w/ 
packing gauge

Check ink roller 
stripes to plate

Review PR 
procedures with 

pressman

Setup Feeder:
Feed Head
Feed Table
Side Guide

Infeed

Setup Delivery:
Side & Rear 

joggers
Fans

Setup Print 
Pressures:
to substrate 

specs

Setup Ink Key 
& Ball Sweep 

Profiles: 
to dry solid 

requirements

Inch blank 
sheet through 

press. 
Check for 

Abnormalities
Obstructions & 
transfer points

Install Cyan Ink 
in fountains

Dry Solid 
Breakaway 

Test (refer to 
PT protocol)

Set ink keys 
and sweep for 

overall SID 
target 1.40 ± .08

Ink Up Rollers

Print Dry Solid 
Test 50% 

Rated Speed 
SID Target 
1.40 ± .08

Dry Solid 
Analysis 

(refer to PT 
protocol)

Re-torque 
blankets

Dry Solid 
Breakaway 

Analysis (refer 
to PT protocol)

Re-torque 
blankets

Mount Wet 
Solids Test 

Plates

Fountain 
Solution

pH, 
Conductivity 

Temperature at 
suppliers specs

Engage 
Dampening 
System: Set 

Rollers & check 
functionality

Print Wet Solid 
Test

Wet Solid 
Analysis

(refer to PT 
protocol)

Wash-up Press

Mount 
Mechanical 

Ghost Plates & 
Install PMS 477 

Brown Ink

 Re-set ink 
fountains to 
Mechanical 
Ghost form 

Print 
Mechanical 
Ghost Test

Ink-up Rollers: 
SID Target 1.75

Wash-up Press

Mechanical 
Ghost Test 
Analysis

(refer to PT 
protocol)

Mount Grid 
Plates

Install Inks
In Proper 
Sequence
(refer to PT 
Protocol)

Reset Ink 
fountains to 

comply w/Grid 
Test Form. Ink-

up Rollers

Print Register 
Grid Test

Grid Test 
Analysis

(refer to PT 
protocol)

Mount Press 
Test Plates in 

specific 
sequence (refer 
to PT Protocol)

Re-set Ink 
Fountains to 

comply w/Press 
Test Form

Ink-up Rollers 
to achieve SID 
Targets (refer 

to PT Protocol)

Perform Print 
Test to

SID within 
targets (refer to 

PT Protocol)

Save 
minimum 100 

consecutive PT 
sheets.

Press Test 
Analysis

(refer to PT 
protocol)

DRA Analysis
(refer to PT 
protocol)

Mount Color 
Management 
Form Plates

Perform CM 
Press Run

Perform Color 
Management 

Phase 1
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Comprehensive 
Report

Option 1
Executive 

Summary Report
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es Verbal Press Test 

Summary Exit 
Report

Department/Process Measurement/AnalysisAction/Activity

Produce Press 
Test Plates
Wet Solids

Mech. Ghost
Grids

Test Plates

Analysis 
plates

(refer to PT 
protocol)

Deliverables: Determine if press (s) are operating 
within manufacturer design specifications for 
mechanical integrity and quality.
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