Standard Viewing Conditions for the Graphic Arts

Maintaining Light Sources

Unfortunately, the typical user of a
viewing booth does not have access to
the instruments necessary to measure
either the illumination level or the
spectral distribution of energy. As a
result, the most critical maintenance
issue is to change bulbs frequently
enough and on a regular schedule.

The standard requires the man-
ufacturers to “specify the average
number of hours during which the
apparatus is expected to remain within
specification” and cautions users to
“make every effort to comply with this,
unless it can be otherwise demonstrat-
ed that the equipment remains within
tolerance.” It suggests including a time-
metering device or some other mech-
anism for indicating degradation in the
viewing apparatus.

Some manufacturers recommend
2500-5000 hours of bulb life, or one
year, as a good interval between bulb
changes. It goes without saying that the
surfaces of a viewing booth should be
kept clean and free of clutter.

Monitor Viewing Conditions

Until now, the industry has not had
any recommended conditions for view-
ing images on a monitor. This was not a
problem as long as people were not try-
ing to make final judgments based on a
soft display. We won't attempt to argue
whether such judgments are valid,
smart, or proper. Certainly, a first step
in attempting to achieve some degree
of consistency is to define a recom-
mended viewing condition. The new
standard contains specifications for
the viewing of a monitor independent
of any form of hard copy. Thus, these

Warm-up

Both lamps and observers need
a “warm-up” time. Manufactur-
ers often recommend a warm-up
time of 15-30 minutes after a
viewing booth is turned on, to
allow lamps to stabilize, before
critical evaluations are made. In
addition, when the room lighting
environment is significantly dif-
ferent than the viewing booth
“an observer should avoid mak-
ing judgments immediately after
entering a new illumination envi-
ronment because it takes a few
minutes to visually adapt to that
new environment.”

TABLE Il. RECOMMENDATIONS: VIEWING CONDITIONS FOR JUDGING AND EXHIBITING PHOTOGRAPHS

Material

Photographic prints

Transparencies
(direct viewing)

Transparencies
(projection viewing)

Photographic prints

Transparencres
(direct viewing)

Transparenc:es
(pro;ectlon vnewmg)
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In such cases, the user must re!y on
are sufficiently s:mclar the ch romatl
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ical Plancklan radiator. If the spectral power distributions




